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her and her son, to the perpetual destitution of their [or her?]
children and heirs; so that even her present husband. Sir John
le Poer, Knight, hath been brought to such a state with these
powders and gums and sorceries, that he is horribly emaciated,
and his nails and all the hairs of his body are fallen from him ;
but at last, warned by a certain handmaiden of the said Lady,
he took the keys of her chests by violence from her hands, and,
having unlocked them, the said Knight found therein a sackful
of such like loathly and detestable things, which he sent to the
Bishop aforesaid by the hands of two priests, men of Religion.
Seventhly, that the said Lady hath a certain familiar spirit*.,
named Fitz-Art or Robin,Fitz-Art, who appeareth sometimes
in the form of a cat, or of a black shaggy dog, or again of an
Ethiopian with two companions greater and taller than him-
self,.,.
Dame Alice escaped through the protection and connivance of her
powerful friends, who at one time succeeded in dapping the Bishop into
prison; but he finally succeeded in making an auto daft of Dame Alice's
unguents, etc. (p, 26), and in burning one Petronilla, her confidante and
fellow-sorceress, " who, having been six times subjected to scourging by
the Bishop for sorceries, was at length convicted of heresy and confessed
publicly before clergy and people that, at the teaching of the said Dame
Alice, she had totally cast off aU feith in Christ and His Church/ William
Outlawe, after loag resistance, was brought to his knees also, and subjected
to the following M mitigated * penance (p. 2$):
That he should hear for a year three masses at least every day;
that he should feed a certain number of poor folk; that he
should completely cover with lead, at his own cost, the choir
of the cathedral church, and the whole church from the bell-
steeple to the east end, and the whole of the Lady Chapel, for
a perpetual memorial, that no man from henceforth should ever
dare to rise up against the Church in any matter of faith, or to
aid and abet heretics whether publicly or secretly. Which miti-
gation he gratefully admitted and accepted, in the presence of
the whole people....
(p. 40*) Of the other heretics and sorcerers of fee afore-
said pestilent fellowship of Robin Fitz-Art, some were publicly
burned in due course of law; others, after confessing their
crimes openly before the whole people, abjured their heresy *i                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              A Nest of Sorcery                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 523
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